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Introduction

In the book Insight into Slovak-Magyar Relations we are publishing arti-
cles, which present the Slovak position of their authors on this relationship. The
authors of the articles met on 18 September 2009 for an expert seminar in the
Institute of Slavonic Studies of Jan Stanislav of the Slovak Academy of Sciences.
The paper by the Norwegian author Egil Lejon was read in his absence. The
participants in the seminar especially welcomed the presence of the minister of
culture of the Slovak Republic Marek Mad’ari¢, and another honoured guest — the
Slovak writer from Hungary Gregor Papucek. The seminar was organized by the
Institute of Slavonic Studies of Jan Stanislav of the Slovak Academy of Sciences,
the Slovak Language Department of the Philosophy Faculty of the University
of Constantine the Philosopher in Nitra, the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak
Republic and the Language Department of Matica Slovenska.

In the present tense situation in Slovak-Magyar relations, which Magyar
figures from various fields of political, social and scientific life in Slovakia and
Hungary have artificially intensified and are still sharpening, the authors of the
papers point to the danger of this escalation. Some of our authors rely on their
long-term research into Slovak-Magyar relations and in the spirit of Kollar’s
wise statement that ,,the life of the present has its roots in the past and can only
be explained from it” they point to the genesis of the present Magyar views on
Slovakia and the Slovaks. These views, a large part of which are absurdly anach-
ronistic in present-day Europe, are deeply rooted in Magyar society and have
been successfully cultivated, maintained and nourished for a long time. They are
a constant source of tension in Slovak-Magyar relations.

To the framework of specific attitudes, it is also necessary to add the ,,0b-
jective news” from the daily SME, which is Slovak only in the sense that it is pub-
lished in Slovakia and in the Slovak language. In its edition from 29 September
20009, it not only accuses the organizers of the expert seminar of lack of objectiv-
ity, because they did not invite Magyars to a presentation of the Slovak point of
view, it also give a ,,cadre profile” of the ,,nationalist” participants in the seminar.
It draws data about their participation in the seminar only from brief information
given to the press. Especially humanly offensive is the reference to the ,,cadre pro-
file” of our honoured guest from Hungary, who is said to be ,,mentioned among
the authors on the web-site prop.sk, which publishes anti-Semitic texts.”

I believe that all those, who look at this book will find in it useful infor-
mation, facts and evidence shedding light on the Slovak view of the problem of
Slovak — Magyar relations.

The Editor



