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0. FOREWORD

The territory of East Slovakia is a rewarding research object for anumber of scholarly
disciplines. Comprising different ethnic groups, it displays a picture of a varied dialectal
and religious practice. In a wider view, it is well true of that part of the entire Carpathian
region that distinguishes itself by a heterogeneousness of that kind. When we are to achieve
a better knowledge and a more profound understanding of the complexity characteristic
of that region and of its inhabitants, it would prove rather inefficient, if we should limit
ourselves solely to the bounderies of linguistics, culturology, sociology, and ethnography.
Although all these disciplines minutely investigate, within the bounds of their competence,
the respective spheres of life of both an individual and a community, our intention requires
a more extensive scope. We ought to take into account that the region in question has had
its own specific course of historical development. Likewise, we ought to pay attention to
the spiritual and religious spheres which exert a strong impact upon man at once as an
individual and as a social being. Mutual complementarity of various disciplines and inter-
disciplinary approach to the problems of culture is today a generally accepted and widely
applied working method.

The present book is the result of the collaboration of two professionals investi-
gating the problematics from two different points of view. At the same time, it represents
a constituent part of a widely projected international and inter-institutional co-operation
among the Institute of Slavonic Studies of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava,
Pontificio Istituto Orientale, Rome, and the Centre for Spirituality between the East
and the West, which is a research establishment of the Faculty of Theology, Trnava
University, KoSice.

The primary goal of this work entitled Cyrillic Manuscripts from East Slovakia
(written by Peter Zefiuch) is to draw attention to the interesting and hitherto little
investigated problems connected with the Cyrillic manuscripts originating in the
mentioned area. The author presents the partial conclusions of his research into some
so far unexamined manuscripts. However, if these manuscripts are to be classified
properly, a certain knowledge of the social and spiritual factors of their origin is in-
evitably necessary. This aspect of the work is expressed in the subtitle Slovak Greek
Catholics: Defining Factors and Historical Milieu (written by Cyril Vasil').

The investigated manuscripts, presented in this book, were created in the
confessional milieu of the Greek Catholic Church. Therefore, we think it necessary
to describe, in the first part, the main features of this religious community and of
its spiritual and institutional development. The second part, which is crucial in this
work, deals with the East Slovak Cyrillic manuscripts from the point of view of
linguistics.

1. SLOVAK GREEK CATHOLICS:
DEFINING FACTORS AND HISTORICAL MILIEU

Greek Catholic Church in Slovakia, while trying to define its identity, has
naturally considered itself to be the heir and continuator of the Cyrillo-Methodian
spiritual and institutional model that is essentially based on three basic elements:

1. Byzantine spiritual and liturgical language
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Uvod

0. UVOD

Etnicky, jazykovo a obradovo zmieSané izemie vychodného Slovenska,
respektive, v §irSom ponimani, tej Casti celého karpatského regionu, ktora sa vy-
znacuje touto typickou roznorodost’'ou, je vd’aénym objektom vyskumu viacerych
vednych disciplin. Pre lepSie poznanie a hlbSie pochopenie komplexnosti, ktora
charakterizuje toto uzemie a jeho obyvatel'ov, nie je mozné obmedzit’ sa len na
oblast’ jazykovedy, kulturologie, etnografie ¢i socioldgie. Tieto vedné odbory sice
v medziach svojich Sirokych kompetencii podrobne skimaju prislusné sféry zivota
jednotlivca i spoloCenstva, avSak ku skompletizovaniu pohladu je nutné venovat’
pozornost’ aj historii a duchovnej, naboZenskej rovine, ktora osobitne hlboko
formuje a charakterizuje ¢loveka v jeho individudlnom i spoloc¢enskom rozmere.
Komplementarita jednotlivych vedeckych disciplin a interdisciplinarny vyskum
duchovnej kultiury je dnes uz vSeobecne uznavanou a aplikovanou pracovnou
metddou.

Predkladané publikacia je vysledkom spoluprace dvoch autorov, ktori sa
z rozli¢nych uhlov pohl'adu profesiondlne zaoberaju skiimanou problematikou.
Sticasne je tato praca jednou zo zloziek §irSie koncipovanej medzinarodnej a inte-
rinstitucionalnej kooperacie Slavistického ustavu SAV v Bratislave, Papezského
vychodného ustavu v Rime a Centra spirituality Vychod — Zapad v KoSiciach,
ktoré je sucast’ou Teologickej fakulty Trnavskej univerzity.

Primarnym cielom nasej publikacie Cyrilské rukopisné pamiatky z vychod-
ného Slovenska (autor Peter Zefiuch) je upozornenie na zaujimavi a doteraz malo
prekiimantl problematiku cyrilskych rukopisnych pamiatok tohto regionu formou
zverejnenia Ciastkovych vysledkov vyskumu niektorych doteraz nepreskimanych
pamiatok. Pre ich lepSie zaradenie je vSak potrebné aj primerané poznanie spo-
lo¢enského a duchovného kontextu, v ktorom sa zrodili, ¢o vyjadruje aj podtitul
Slovenski gréckokatolici, vztahy a suvislosti (autor Cyril Vasil).

Rukopisy, ktoré su predmetom vyskumu a ktoré st predstavené v tejto pu-
blikécii, sa zrodili v konfesiondlnom kontexte gréckokatolickej cirkvi. Preto sme
povazovali za potrebné najprv v hlavnych ¢rtach priblizit toto cirkevné spolocen-
stvo v jeho dejinnom instituciondlnom i duchovnom rozmere a v druhej, hlavnej
Casti prace sa potom venujeme problematike vychodoslovenskych cyrilskych
rukopisnych pamiatok z jazykovedného hl'adiska.

1. SLOVENSKI GRECKOKATOLICI,
VZTAHY A SUVISLOSTI

Gréckokatolicka cirkev na Slovensku sa dnes pri pokuse o definiciu svojej
identity prirodzene povazuje za dedicku a pokracovatelku cyrilo-metodského
duchovného a institucionalneho modelu, ktory sa vo svojej podstate opiera o tri
zékladné prvky:
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